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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 IO-13 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-15 SAJ-01 OMB-01 ACDA-19 NIC-01 

RSR-01 /152W 

064095 

R 271548Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1477 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USINT CAIRO 
USMISSION USUN NY 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ME, UR, PINS 

SUB J : ARAFAT VISIT TO USSR 

REF: STATE 168671 

1. EMBASSY BELIVES THAT BEST PERSON WITH WHOM 
TO RAISE ARAFAT MATTER (REFTEL) WOULD BE PYRLIN, 

DEPUTY CHIEF MFA MEAR EAST DIVISION. PYRLIN IS OUT 

OF TOWN, BUT WE WILL SEEK APPOINTMENT WHEN HE RETURNS 
NEXT WEEK. 
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2. ACCORDING TO SOVIET PRESS, RECENT ARAFAT VISIT 
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TO USSR TOOK PLACE DURING JUST COMPLETED WORLD 
UNIVERSITY GAMES (UNIVERSIADE) AT INVIATION OF 
GAMES' ORGANIZAING COMMITTEE. AUGUST 26 PRAVDA AND 
IZVESTIYA CARRY ARTICLES DESCRIBING ARAFAT'S VISIT. 

HE IS SAID TO HAVE PUBLICIZED PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR SOVIET SUPPORT OF PALES- 
TINIANS IN MEETINGS WITH UNIVERSIADE DELEGATIONS, SOVIET 
COMMITTEE OF SOLIDARITY WITH COUNTRIES OF ASIA AND 
AFRICA AND OTHERS (UNSPECIFIED). PRESS HERE DID NOT 
CARRY TASS REPORT ON ARAFAT MEETING WITH KOMSOMOL FIRST 
SECRETARY TY AZHELNIKO V (REFTEL, AND NO MENTION WAS MADE 
OF MEETINGS WITH OTHER SOVIET OFFICIALS DURING VISIT. 

3. COMMENT: PRESS HANDLING INDICATES SOVIETS WANTED 
AVOID ANY INDICATION THAT THIS WAS OFFICIAL VISIT. 

DUBS 
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